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Goals for Today

 Increase understanding of the elements of the SSS-
IDEA and Assessment metadata and EDFacts file 
specifications necessary for submitting high-quality 
data

 Increase knowledge about potential impact of SSS-
IDEA and Assessment metadata on data quality 
issues

 Increase awareness of need to communicate about 
metadata and data quality

 Increase ability to use IDEA Part B SSS-IDEA 

Crosswalk tool
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How will we do this?

 Examine the components of the IDEA 618 

data submission cycle

 Demonstrate IDEA Part B SSS-IDEA 

Crosswalk

 Review the important relationship between 

EDFacts coordinator and Part B data 

manager

 Discuss documenting data processes
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https://ideadata.org/resources/resource/1591/idea-part-b-sss-idea-crosswalk


Why is it important to understand 
the data submission cycle?
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Components of the Data Submission Cycle

 SSS-IDEA and Assessment Metadata Surveys

 File Specifications

 Business Rules/Submission Errors

 OSEP Data Quality Reports

IDEA Part B SSS-IDEA Crosswalk shows the 

connections between each component of the data 

submission cycle.
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https://ideadata.org/resources/resource/1591/idea-part-b-sss-idea-crosswalk


State Supplemental Survey (SSS-IDEA)

 The Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP) 

collects metadata and additional information on 

state IDEA data through the SSS-IDEA in the 

EDFacts Metadata and Process System (EMAPS). 

 States’ responses to some of the questions define 

how the EDFacts system interprets submitted data 

files. 

 Data managers submit the information to OSEP 

before submitting any IDEA files.
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What is in the SSS-IDEA Survey?

 Exiting

 Child Count

 Educational Environments–School Age

 Educational Environments–Early 
Childhood
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What is in the SSS-IDEA Survey? Cont.

 Discipline

 Assessment

 State Administration

 Maintenance of Effort  (MOE) Reduction 
and Coordinated Early Intervening 
Services (CEIS)
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Assessment Metadata Survey

 ED collects information about how states administer and 

report Assessment data.

 OSEP uses information to review and evaluate the 

completeness of a state’s IDEA assessment data submission 

for IDEA accountability purposes and to pre-populate 

Indicator 3 in the IDEA Part B State Performance 

Plan/Annual Performance Report (SPP/APR). 

 State Assessment Director submits the data to EMAPS; Part 

B data manager and EDFacts coordinator have access.
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Components in the Assessment 
Metadata Survey

 Does your state allow significant medical 

emergency as exemption from assessments?

 What assessments were given in the prior year? 

 How many levels of proficiency?

 At what level is a student considered proficient?
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Assessment Metadata Survey
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Test Your Knowledge

Your state has a question about the 
collection of graduation data. Do you review 
the SSS-IDEA or Assessment Metadata 
survey?
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Test Your Knowledge

Your state has a question about the 
collection of graduation data. Do you review 
the SSS-IDEA or Assessment Metadata 
survey?

Answer: SSS-IDEA Survey
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File Specifications

 File Specifications outline the requirements and 

format for data files states submit to the 

EDFacts Submission System (ESS).

 They contain specifications for building each file 

and guidance on contents. 

 Example: FS009 – Children with Disabilities 

(IDEA) Exiting Special Education
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Using File Specifications to 
Troubleshoot
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Business Rules/Submission Errors

 Are listed in the EDFacts Business Rules Guide

 Are known to EDFacts coordinators as 

Submission Errors

 Are coded according to file specification and rule 

number (e.g., S009- R28)

 Checks for accuracy and completeness
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How does metadata intersect with 
the business rules?

 OSEP uses states’ SSS-IDEA and Assessment 
Survey responses to verify the accuracy of 
submitted 618 data, decrease the need for data 
notes, and review and interpret state data. 

 ESS will flag some, but not all, of the data 
misalignments as submission errors. 

 Not all SSS-IDEA questions have EDFacts business 
rules associated. OSEP may flag issues in the 
state’s data submission if the submitted data file 
does not align with an SSS-IDEA response. 
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OSEP Data Quality Reports

 OSEP releases the reports a few months post 

submission into MAX.gov.

 The reports provide feedback on data 

submitted. 

 The reports assess whether data are accurate, 

timely, and complete.

 States may need to leave a data note, re-submit 

data, or not need to take any action.
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Test Your Knowledge

Where can you locate a list of submission 
errors?

A. Business Rules Guide

B. Data Quality Reports

C. File Specification 
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Test Your Knowledge

Where can you locate a list of submission 
errors?

A. Business Rules Guide

B. Data Quality Reports

C. File Specification 

Answer: A
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Explore the SSS-IDEA Crosswalk
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Resolving a Data Quality Issue

 OSEP Data Quality Report (DQR)

 Example: Counts were reported for Correctional 
Facility ages 6-11, but this category/age 
combination was not reported on the SSS-IDEA. 
Please resubmit data and/or SSS-IDEA to ensure 
consistency. 

 IDEA Part B SSS-IDEA Crosswalk Tool can help 

states

 Review SSS-IDEA Metadata Survey
 Review the File Specifications
 Review data that was submitted
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EDFacts Coordinators and Data 
Managers Building Understanding

EDFacts coordinators and data managers need to 

share a common understanding of the

 Connection between the metadata survey and 

file specifications  

 Impact of late IDEA files—that is, not getting it 

right by the first due date.

 Potential impact of late or inaccurate data on 

OSEP’s state determinations
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EDFacts Coordinators and Data 
Managers Working Together

 Catch errors prior to the due date.

 Ensure there is enough time before the due date 

to review and submit accurate data. 

 Communicate in the months prior to the due 

date.
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Importance of Documentation

A shared calendar and communication plan can 

 Prevent data quality and timeliness issues 

 Prevent oversights and help new staff acclimate 

more quickly 

 Preserve institutional knowledge

IDC’s Part B IDEA 618 Data Processes Toolkit can 

help.
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https://ideadata.org/resources/resource/1555/part-b-idea-618-data-processes-toolkit


Questions?
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For More Information

Visit the IDC website 
http://ideadata.org/

Follow Us on Twitter
https://twitter.com/ideadatacenter

Follow Us on LinkedIn
http://www.linkedin.com/company/i
dea-data-center
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http://ideadata.org/
https://twitter.com/ideadatacenter
http://www.linkedin.com/company/idea-data-center


The contents of this presentation were developed 
under a grant from the U.S. Department of Education, 
#H373Y130002. However, the contents do not 
necessarily represent the policy of the U.S. Department 
of Education, and you should not assume endorsement 
by the federal government. 
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