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Overview

 Guidelines for reporting zero counts at SEA level
 Guidelines for reporting categories not used by states 

at SEA level
 Reporting to EDFacts
 Common data concerns
 Part B examples and solutions
 Questions and answers
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Overview (cont.)

 B20 rubric discussion
 Questions and answers

3



Reporting Zero Counts at the SEA level

 States must clearly distinguish data to be reported as a 
zero count.

 States should report zero if they use a category to 
classify children with disabilities (IDEA), counted the 
children in the category, and found there were no 
children to report in that category for the given 
reporting period.

 Further explanation may be required for clarity.
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Reporting “Missing” Counts

 States must clearly distinguish categories that should 
be classified as “Missing.” 
 Missing indicates that the state has data for a given 

category, but cannot quantify the data at this time.
 There are 2 types of “Missing” files.

 Used when an entire category or category set is 
missing  

 Used when a specific count is missing  

5



Reporting Categories Not Used by the State

 Data Not Reported
 States should not submit data when they do not 

intend to collect or report these data because they 
are not applicable for the state.

 SSS-IDEA Metadata Survey Responses should align 
to data file submitted to EDFacts.

 DAC will follow up with state for Data Notes.
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Why so important? 

 Distinguishing among the zeros, missing counts, and 
not applicable reporting categories helps data users 
understand the differences within and among states.
 Allows data users to determine which states do not 

permit or use certain reporting categories (e.g., 
developmental delay)
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Why so important? (cont.)

 Allows ED to be more confident in the data quality.
• DAC can review the data, ask for clarity on these 

issues, and help provide a resolution.
• In some cases it is determined:

a state was not collecting/ reporting the data 
correctly;

a state was not collecting/ reporting required 
data.
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Why so important? (cont.)

 Helps identify measurement issues within states
• Examples

States not reporting LEP students in US < 12 
months whose English Language Proficiency 
(ELP) test replaced Regular Reading Assessment 
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Reporting to EDFacts
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EDFacts: Reporting Zeros

 Zeros =  a zero count 
• Enter a “0” in both EDFacts and DANS
• Only required for SEA-level data
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EDFacts:  Reporting “Missing” Counts

 “Missing” counts = the state has data for a given 
category, but cannot quantify the data at this time.

• DANS - Reported as “-9” in the DTS
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EDFacts:  Reporting “Missing” Counts (cont.)

 Reported  as two types of “Missing” in EDFacts
• The word is used (‘MISSING’) when a state 

reports a missing category or category set/ data 
element.

• ‘-1’ is used when a state reports a missing 
count.
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EDFacts:  Reporting Categories Not Collected by the 
State 

 Categories Not Collected by the State = the state does 
not permit or use that data category or combination of 
data categories (reflected in EMAPS SSS-IDEA 
Metadata).
• EDFacts – States should not include that category 

set when it’s not applicable for the state.
• DANS – Report as “-9” in the DTS
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Common Data Considerations
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Child Count (Table 1)

 Properly code and explain if any of the listed disability 
categories are not used by your state for any age 
groups.
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EMAPS SSS Survey – Child Count
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Child Count Data File Submission to ESS

18



EDFacts OSEP Child Count Reports 
(pre-fill reports)
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DANS Child Count Report
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Educational Environments Common Data 
Considerations 

 Properly code and explain if any of the listed 
Educational Environment categories are not used 
by the state for any age groups.

 New reporting categories for educational 
environments for 3- to 5-year-olds for SY 2010-11.
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Revisions to the Data Collection
SEAs report children attending:
2009 2010
Regular EC program unchanged
by proportion of time by hrs/week

……. by location receiving 
majority of SpecEd 
services

SpecEd Program unchanged
Home unchanged
Service Provider Location unchanged



Implementation During System Transition (SY 2010-11 
Only)

 Permitted values for children who are in regular early 
childhood programs used by states who are unable to 
report the setting where the child receives the majority 
of hours of special education and related services, for 
SY 2010-11 only:
 Children attending a regular early childhood 

program



EMAPS for Educational Environments 
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Educational Environment File Submission to ESS
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EDFacts OSEP Educational Environments Reports 
(pre-fill reports)
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DANS Educational Environments Report
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Assessment Common Data Considerations

 Properly code and explain non-participation 
categories.

 Pay careful attention to report of scores counted 
as proficient under AYP caps.

 If the state is reporting 0 LEP students in US 
<12 months who took ELP in place of regular 
assessment, explain how the state is assessing 
these students and reporting their performance 
under AYP and for IDEA reporting purposes.
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Assessment Data File Submission to ESS
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EDFacts OSEP Assessment Reports
(pre-fill reports)
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DANS Assessment Report
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Contact Information

Carol Bruce
Phone:  301-610-4892
Email:  carolbruce@westat.com

U.S. Department of Education Partner Support Center
Voice: (877) 457-3336 (877-HLP-EDEN) 
Fax: (888) 329-3336 (888-FAX-EDEN) 
TTY/TDD: (888) 403-3336 (888-403-EDEN) 
Email:  EDEN_SS@ed.gov
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